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ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: Prostitution is one of the alarming social harms in any population with
considerable challenges and concerns. Many prostitutes have been victims of unfavorable social
conditions. The purpose of this study was to determine and explain the goals, service patterns,
challenges and proposed solutions for the Program of Rehabilitation of Socially Harmed Women
in the Iranian Welfare Organization (IWO).

Materials and Methods: A qualitative study was conducted in 2016. The participants included
managers and experts of the general departments of the IWO in 31 provinces, 21 members of
public mediators and stakeholder organizations, and 5 senior staff managers and senior experts of
the IWO Deputy Director’s Office for Social Affairs. Data were collected using document analysis
and in-depth individual interviews and focus group discussions and analyzed using the content
analysis method.

Results: Based on the data collected, the challenges of the program implementation were found to
be as follows: non-acceptance of these women by the society, identity problems of the children
borne to them (legally), poor chances of employment, sexual abuse of the women by the employers
and mental disorders of the women, as well as poor intersectoral collaboration in IWO and lack of
sufficient manpower. Proposed solutions for improvement of the situation included increasing
financial credits, creating a national database, informing and sensitizing the people and approving
some new judicial laws, as well as reforming some of the existing judicial laws.
Conclusion: Despite the services delivered in this national program, the program faces challenges
at the government and public levels. In order to improve the current situation, it is essential to
apply the proposed solutions, as well as review and modify the relevant processes.

Keywords: Social Harm, Street Women, Prostitution, Rehabilitation, Iranian Welfare
Organization
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