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ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: Community assessment is a process by which a pie@re of the
community assets, strengths, resources, and neeaigained with active participation of the
community itself, followed by prioritization of th&€ommunity needs and formulating
strategies and programs to solve the problehmss study was conducted to identify and
prioritize problems and needs of the Azerbaijand8gh in Tehran city, Iran, with active
participation of the people.

Materials and Methods: This study was conducted to determine dkt@udes and beliefs of
the community members about their community neadspaoblems. The study was based on
a model designed in North Carolina, US. In this glpthe assessment process is performed
in eight steps. In the first seven steps problamsidentified and prioritized, and in step 8 a
plan of action is developed to deal with the probkelected.

Results: A total of 40 problems were identified and dividiedo several groups. The most
important problems were as follows: social probleraavironmental health problems;
educational and cultural problems, civil rights amtban services; distribution and use of
drugs; lack of family counseling centers; shortafjparks and playgrounds for neighborhood
children; lack of supervision by municipal conti@st on urban cleaning; and lack of mental
health services specially for the elderly.

Conclusion: Several types of problems, including health, adl we non-health — social,
cultural and economic — problems were identifiecontthunity assessment provides an
appropriate opportunity for active participationammunity members and makes available
sufficient information for sound decision-makinghuB, community assessment can be
regarded as a suitable technique for identifying) @moritizing community needs.

Key words: Community Assessment, Needs, Participation, Tehran
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