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ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: Priority setting is one of the most important Bssun health research
systems. No national health system can afford nanite all research projects proposed by
researchers, especially in developing countriesrdfore, we decided to set the main national
health research priorities in Iran using the Esakntational Health Research (ENHR)
method.

Materials and Methods: All of the Iranian universities of medical sciescand other
stakeholders collaborated in this study. The meailomy for research priority setting was
based on needs assessment and ENHR.

Results: The total number of research priorities gatheredhfuniversities of medical sciences was
6723. The proportions of topics related to basiersie, applied and development subjects were 17%,
78% and 5%, respectively. Further analysis of thta dshowed that almost half (46.3%) of the
research priorities were descriptive, 36.0% anedyti and 17.6% interventional. The research
priorities were divided into 9 main areas, nametmmunicable diseases, noncommunicable diseases,
health system research, pharmaceutical sciencas@umstrial pharmacy, basic science, traditiona an
herbal medicine, nutrition, environmental healting @entistry.

Conclusion: Up to nowthe common procedure for research priority settiag been, with a
top-to-bottom approach, managed by a limited nuntbeesearchers and experts, while in
the method presented in this paper a bottom-t@apgpoach is used, which is more effective.

Key words: Research priorities, Health system, Needs assessme
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